madison.com

-
madlE@"-nnm Marketplace | Jobs | Autos | Homes | Rentals | Obits | Weather | Archives

Thank you for using our printer friendly story page.

Return to story

Packers: White's play extra special

By JASON WILDE
608-252-6176
September 18, 2007

GREEN BAY — You won't see folks wearing his jersey in the stands, unless
maybe his family makes the trip from South Carolina and has a few
custom made.

You won't see him hosting a local TV show, or promoting a local car
dealership or furniture store.

No, odds are many of the Green Bay Packers' faithful — save for the hard-
core, depth-chart aficionados — wouldn't even know who Tracy White was
if the reserve linebacker and special teams ace hadn't recovered a fumble
in each of the Packers' two victories to open this season.

"A lot of the fans," White said this week, as the Packers (2-0) prepared for
Sunday's measuring-stick game against the San Diego Chargers (1-1) at
Lambeau Field, "they don't really see the big part special teams play in the
game."

Well, those who didn't do now.

Special teams essentially won the season opener for the Packers, as White
emerged from a tooth-'n'-nail scrum in the end zone with the ball, giving
the Packers' their lone touchdown in a 16-13 win.

Backup cornerback Jarrett Bush, who caused that fumble, then recovered
another to set up Mason Crosby's game-winning field goal with 2 seconds
left.

Then last week against the New York Giants, backup safety Charlie Peprah
stripped Giants kickoff returner Ahmad Bradshaw, and White pounced on
that loose ball, too. Five plays later, Brett Favre threw a back-breaking
touchdown pass that pushed the Packers' lead to 15 points in what ended
up being a 35-13 rout.

But more than just his fumble recoveries, White has been a vital part of a
special teams group that has gone from ranking dead last in the 32-team
NFL each of the past two seasons in The Dallas Morning News' annual
composite rankings to being a game-changing force.

He plays on all four units (kickoff return, kickoff coverage, punt return,
punt coverage), plays one of the more challenging spots on kickoff
coverage, and has recorded two tackles thus far.

"(The coaches) have put a big emphasis on special teams this year, and |
feel like we've made a lot of improvements from last season," said White,
who in college also served as Howard's kicker and punt protector. "I'm
proud to be a special teams player, and I'm trying to get these younger
guys to understand that special teams is important.”

But to understand the transient nature of being a special teams player,
consider White's NFL existence. He set the school record at Howard for
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